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of-Way Restoration Project 

Oct 2020 update

This slide show is an update to this report
http://www.erwp.org/index.php/publications/137-silvester-creek-pipeline-right-of-way-restoration-project/file
by Flora Giesbrechtand Marina Krainer
Elbow River Watershed Partnership (ERWP)

http://www.erwp.org/index.php/publications/137-silvester-creek-pipeline-right-of-way-restoration-project/file


2020 update: despite COVID, we managed to complete some more work in the area this year:

ÅWe continued to collaborate with AEP, Cows and Fish, the pipeline owner and previous partners
ÅWe checked out the site in the summer and decided the area needed a little bit of extra work. 
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During our monitoring trip in June 
2020, we were heartened to see 
the 2019 willow stakes were 
starting to sprout in the riparian 
area. There was no further vehicle 
intrusion, however we could see 
some impacts from cattle and 
there was still runoff occurring 
from bare upslope areas.



The former trail we are looking 
at was rerouted by Alberta 
Environment and Parks in 2018. 
The meadow below was a 
problem area. Please see the 
next slide to see the 
improvements to the meadow.

Together with Cows and Fish, the ERWP hosted a volunteer work party on 
Sep 24th 2020. 

The goals were to further enhance thepipelineROW restoration site, to 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ tǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΩ 
from bioengineering specialist Dave Polster.
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Volunteers observing a nearby site to the pipeline ROW that was 

reclaimed a couple of years before.
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2012 ςBefore Restoration 
Conditions. Off highway 
vehicles (OHVs) had an 
impact on the sensitive 
landscape in the 
headwaters of McLean 
Creek.

Post Restoration Conditions. This part 
of the trail was rerouted and closed to 
OHVs.

The combination of access control, 
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techniques, planting willows, and 
distributing woody debris helped fast-
track the natural processes to restore 
this area. 
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